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Preface

The Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit continues to work, 
with vigor and skill, at its assigned task of increasing doctrinal sta-
bility in the patent field. This tenth edition covers all Federal Circuit 
patent opinions reported by BNA in United States Patents Quarterly 
(Second) that were issued by the court through the end of 2010.

Beginning with the supplement to the ninth edition, mainte-
nance and updating of Patents and the Federal Circuit and the prepa-
ration of future editions and supplements became the responsibility 
of Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione, where Bob Harmon was a partner for 
33 years until his retirement from law-firm practice in 1997. Bob cre-
ated the treatise and authored it from the start in 1987. Bob authored 
much of this tenth edition, as it carries over significant material from 
earlier editions. Our goals are to follow Bob’s approach and format as 
closely as possible, and to make the treatise under our stewardship as 
accessible and useful as Bob made it for us as readers.

We are deeply saddened to report that Bob passed away in Octo-
ber 2010. He was our friend, teacher, mentor, and colleague, and he 
was a highly esteemed member of the patent community. We always 
will be grateful to Bob for entrusting his beloved treatise to the firm 
and to us and for his generous help with the transition. He answered 
our frequent questions and delicately imparted his wisdom, experi-
ence, and confidence. We regret that Bob is no longer with us, but hold 
closely many fond memories.

We acknowledge the able assistance of Laura Lydigsen and 
Raquel Rodriguez, associates at Brinks Hofer. Laura was a law clerk 
to Judge Alvin Schall of the Federal Circuit and is a 2005 graduate 
of Washington University School of Law. Raquel is a 2010 graduate 
of Northwestern University School of Law and clerked with Brinks 
Hofer while attending law school. We are immensely grateful to Laura 
and Raquel for their insights, suggestions, and hard work. If we have 
stayed on the right path, it is largely because of them.
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Thanks also to the editors and staff at BNA, whose encourage-
ment is timely, and whose guidance is necessary. Special thanks to 
Jim Fattibene; his professionalism, understanding, and support make 
our task significantly easier.

CINDY HOMAN AND CHARLIE MCMAHON
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