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Preface

Much has changed in the online world since we began work on the manu-
script for the first edition of this title in 1999. AOL Instant Messenger had just 
launched. Google, Inc. was formed, as was Wikipedia. Friendster was launched 
pioneering online social networking. MySpace, Facebook, and Twitter were 
launched. In fact, Mark Zuckerberg, the founder of Facebook, was in 7th grade 
when work on this book project originally began. Napster was founded, as were 
iTunes and YouTube. Amazon.com turned its first profit and broke open the 
floodgates for online commerce. The Web auction site eBay went from fewer 
than 30 employees and revenue of less than $4.7 million in the U.S. to 17,700 
employees and $10.77 billion in revenue. PayPal was founded to facilitate online 
payments and money transfers. Entire new industries have developed such as 
online matchmaking and online gaming.

Since publication of the first edition of this book, the Internet has had a pro-
found effect on many aspects of everyday life. The dot-com bubble inflated and 
burst, sending stock markets crashing and Web entrepreneurs back to the drawing 
boards. Blogging, tweeting, Facebook and other forms of online communication 
have played significant roles in overthrowing governmental regimes, such asTunisia 
in 2010 and Egypt in 2011. Online communication and commentary also played 
a major part in the 2009 Iranian presidential election protests and the civil unrest 
and protests following the 2009 Moldovan parliamentary election. Today, the 
Internet continues to influence many different aspects of everyday life. 

The idea of creating a second edition of the book was a daunting one. 
Thankfully, the American Intellectual Property Law Association (AIPLA) came 
to the rescue and AIPLA members agreed to co-author the work. Having been 
a member of the AIPLA for most of the last two decades, I am thrilled to have 
them join the project and participate in rewriting and updating the treatise to 
reflect the massive changes in the Internet and corresponding law governing 
online intellectual property.

In addition to updating the content of the first edition, the structural orga-
nization of this edition has been changed and additional subject matter has been 
added to make the treatise more usable. We have reorganized the book into four 
main parts, each reflecting various types of online activity. In each part, we 
address all of the possible legal ramifications of the activity regardless of the 
specific intellectual property area (i.e. trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets, or 
patents). Part 1 addresses the implications of using online navigation tools such 
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as search engines, web crawlers, links and frames. Part 2 addresses using and 
protecting copyrighted works online. Part 3 discusses web sites and protecting 
the key elements of web sites. Part 4 address ecommerce. We believe this struc-
ture will make the treatise usable for, not only experienced intellectual property 
attorneys, but also for attorneys and business professionals less familiar with 
intellectual property law.

I would like to personally thank all of the contributing authors. I would also 
like to express my sincere appreciation to Jim Fattibene and BNA Books for their 
support in preparing and reviewing this book. We welcome any and all comments 
and suggestions for improving this work. Please address them to G. Peter Albert, 
Jr. at AlbertDhand LLP, 11622 El Camino Real, Suite 100, San Diego, California 
92130, or by email to Peter.Albert@AlbertDhand.com.
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